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Press Release

Conditions of a Necessity. The Exhibition
04.12.2021 - 16.01.2022

Public opening with performances: Saturday, December 4, 2021, 3 — 11 pm
Press preview: Saturday, December 4, 2021, 2 pm

Conditions of a Necessity originated as an assembly in September 2020, bringing together six visual
arts and two theatre classes throughout Germany, under the invitation to co-create within the
Kunsthalle premises. Responding to the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic and the cancellation of
in-class facilities as well as graduation shows, the Assembly initiated a studio-like gathering in
both digital and physical iterations for two weeks. More than a year later, Conditions of a Necessity
is brought back to Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden as the culmination of evolved projects in
an exhibition.

Following the prompt of the Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden's directors, Cagla Ilk and Misal
Adnan Yildiz, an informal framework was set up through which to practice non-individualistic
modes of creation, collectively determined forms of organisation, communication and
collaborative decision-making. In this context, Baden-Baden serves not only as a host but echoes
the singularity of the city itself as a site of recuperative retreat, a space of time out of time. The
framework was enlarged subsequent to the Assembly by theorist/artist Patricia Reed and artist
Egemen Demirci, who have intervened as mediators and curators throughout the twelve months
of project development with artists from the various classes. These include Lensbased Class
(University of the Arts Berlin), Temporary Spaces (University of the Arts Bremen), Time-based Media
(University of the Arts Hamburg), the collective Dynamic Acoustic Research (DAF), Body, Theory and
Poetics of the Performative (Stuttgart State Academy of Art and Design), and Expanded Cinema
(Academy of Visual Arts Leipzig).

Throughout manifold exchanges, the artists and curators reflected not only on and through our
dramatically altered conditions of sociality, but also on the consequences of these conditions upon
institutional, educational, and configurations of collaboration unto themselves. Two notable
tendencies emerged in this process yielding a stereoscopic picture of how understandings of the
"commons" are manifest. In one inclination, the commons is implicitly tethered to its agricultural
legacy as the delineation of a shared territory, where responsibilities are distributed amongst
individual members as stakeholders. Translated into an artistic context, this instance of the
common appears as a multiplicity of artistic voices/forms in a shared environment. The second
tendency mobilised the commons in a mode of dissolved individual authorship, inventing
techniques of commingled working towards the creation of a shared project.

As the necessity to contend with contemporary problems is indissociable from the necessity to
discover ways to practice the commons and being in-common, the experimental works
underwritten by these approaches, offer a glimpse at how a younger generation of artists are
negotiating such shared, complex, multidisciplinary problems through artistic means. The
collection of works — from performance, to video installation, to sound and sculpture — presents
diverse vocabularies of form, reflective of future histories for which the seeds are being sown in
the present.
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The public opening of the exhibition Conditions of a Necessity will be accompanied by
performances by the art students.

Saturday, December g4, 2021, 3:15 — 4:00 pm
from Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden to the Caracalla Spa
Floating Fragments (Dynamic Acoustic Research (DAF))

Saturday, December g4, 2021, 4:15 — 8:15 pm and Sunday, December 5, 2021, 2:00 — 6:00 pm
Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden

wer rastet, kann auch in den himmel schauen (David Moser, Natalie Baudy, Sophie Lichtenberg,
Thea Soti, Maximilian Klas, Veronika Wagner)

Saturday, December 4, 2021, 5:00 — 8:00 pm and Sunday, December 5, 2021, 3:00 — 5:00 pm
Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden
seep (Antonia Bockle, Yara Richter, Stuttgart State Academy of Art and Design)

Saturday, December 4, 2021, 5:30 — 6:30 pm

Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden

Invisible, she floats in the presence of the tide (Ludmilla Porto, Madeleine Wegner, Stuttgart
State Academy of Art and Design)

Saturday, December g4, 2021, 8:30 — 10:30 pm

Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden
La Vie en Kitsch (Lidl Chanel aka Feng Zeng, University of the Arts Bremen)
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Image material

HGB Leipzig, Expanded Cinema, 7roubled water, 2021 © the artists
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ABK Stuttgart, Yara Richter and Toni Bockle, seep. A performance series, 2021 © Yara Richter and Antonia
Bockle

UdK Berlin, Lensbased / Garden Alliance, 2021 © Arwin Ahmadpur, Daria Kozlova, Jeanna Kolesova
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You can download our press kit and image material from www.kunsthalle-baden-
baden.de/presse.

For detailed information about the programme of the Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden, please
visit the website.

Press contact
Tel. +49 7221300 76 414
presse@kunsthalle-baden-baden.de

Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden
Lichtentaler Allee 8a

76530 Baden-Baden
www.kunsthalle-baden-baden.de

The Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden is an institution of the State of Baden-Wiirttemberg
under the auspices of the Ministry of Science, Research, and the Arts of Baden-Wiirttemberg.

MINISTERIUM FUR WISSENSCHAFT, FORSCHUNG UND KUNST

Title and duration are subject to change.

For your protection and ours, please be aware of the current hygiene and protection measures
associated with COVID-19 prior to each exhibition visit.

Status: November 24, 2021
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